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: Soviet m advisors and technicians vere present vith the 
i Beyptien forces at the time of the Suez invasion in October 1956. 


ξ. We do not know whether any were killed in the Anglo-French strafing 
7 pnd bosbing, bat in any case the Soviets made no protest whetsoerer. 
They did quietly evacuate their technicians through the Sudan as 
soon as that was practicable, | . 
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MEMORANDUM 


SUBJECT: Reprisals tc Interference with US 
. Aerial Surveillance 


. Unless we make crystal clear to the Soviets and to the Cubans 
that we will brook no interference with our unilateral aerial 
inspection, we will undermine any credence in our insistence on 
longer-range inspection in addition to making exceptionally 
difficult our own interim unilateral effort. If we are not 
prepared to take forceful steps to counter the use of force 
against ourselves, we will rightly or wrongly (and either would 
oe bad Jundermine belief that we would ever resort to force to _ : 
meet intransigeance on all the unresolved issues concerning 
present and future verification Sh eneemenees 


The Soviety have flatly said that all antiaircraft weapons were Pee 
in Cuban hands ΣΕ: If it became necessary to ao 
undertake military Bction : "against Cuban air defenses as a result of 
their interference in our. reconnaissance, we could make public the 
fact that the Soviets had informed us that such weapons were all 

in Cuban hands. This would reduce the already very remote possibility 
that the Soviets would react in any serious way to such actions on 

our part in reprisal. 


Soviet miiitary advisors and technicians were present with the ε 
Egyptian forces at the time of the Suez invasion in October 1956. . 
We do not know whether any were killed in the Anglo-French strafing 
and bombing, but in any case the Soviets made no protest whatsoever. 
They did quietly evacuate their technicians through the Sudan as soon 
as that was practicable. 


Wnile it would be undesirable to undertake unnecessary military 
action endangering Soviet personnel, it would be even more undesirable 
to give them the impression that our resolve was so weak that we would 
permit Americans to be killed in conducting operations which even the 
Soviets have passively recognized must now occur. Finally, as noted 
above, the Soviets have authoritatively (whether correctly or--more 
likely--not) washed their hands of Cuban air defense weapons. 


The best course of action would. probably be to eliminate the inter- 
fering missile or gun sites or aircraft if possible, or comparable 
weapons'on a reprisal basis. 
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G/PM: RLGarthoff:pep 


